
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS 
 



 

 

 
 
Week 1 
Text: Philippians 1:1–11 
Topic: God’s Grace, Joy 
Big Idea of the Message: We find joy in experiencing God’s unearned forgiveness and 
knowing that nothing can stop him from finishing what he has already started in our 
lives. 
Application Point: God’s grace should fill our hearts with joy. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1.   What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2.   How would you define grace? 
3.   What’s the difference between joy and happiness? 
4.   What is a way you remind yourself of or experience God’s grace on a 

regular basis? 
5.   What seems to consistently threaten your joy? 
6.   How can I pray for you? 

  



 

 

 
 
Week 2 
Text: Philippians 1:12–18a 
Topic: Gospel, Difficulties 
Big Idea of the Message: God will use every opportunity—good or bad—to spread the 
message of Jesus. 
Application Point: Rather than bemoaning our circumstances, we should rejoice that 
God can use them to share the light of Christ. 
 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1.   What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2.   Why is it important to know that Paul was in prison when he wrote this 

letter? 
3.   Have you ever sensed a feeling of competition between 

churches/leaders/ministries? 
4.   How does Paul’s approach to opposition encourage you specifically? 
5.   Is there anything going on in your life right now where you need to 

embrace the attitude Paul is exhibiting? 
6.   How can I pray for you? 

 
  



 

 

 
 
Week 3 
Text: Philippians 1:18b–30 
Topic: Christ, Suffering 
Big Idea of the Message: Difficult circumstances become bearable if we keep Christ 
and his purpose as our focus. 
Application Point: Maturity means being able to live with all kinds of emotions and still 
focus on Jesus. 
 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1.   What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2.   What’s one of your favorite “coffee mug” (quotable) verses in this text? 

Why? 
3.   Why is it important for believers to talk about suffering in a real way 

whenever we talk about joy? 
4.   How can we know God’s purpose for us in every circumstance? 
5.   What is one area in your life right now where you need to know God’s 

purpose so you can endure with joy? 
6.   How can I pray for you? 

  



 

 

 
 
Week 4 
Text: Philippians 2:1–11 
Topic: Humility, Love, Self-Giving 
Big Idea of the Message: Joy is maximized when we love one another well, and Jesus 
modeled humility as the way to do so. 
Application Point: Following the example of Jesus, we should pour ourselves out for 
others. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1.   What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2.   What is humility? 
3.   What is humility NOT? 
4.   Why is laying down one’s life the key attitude for getting along with other 

Christians? 
5.   Is there any relationship right now where you sense God telling you to lay 

down your life for that person? What would that look like? 
6.   How can I pray for you? 



 

 

 
 
Week 5 
Text: Philippians 2:12–18 
Topic: Light, Good Deeds 
Big Idea of the Message: Live the kind of life that will make others want to follow 
Jesus. 
Application Point: We all must live out the light of Jesus in our daily lives.. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1.   What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2.   How does Paul contrast believers and nonbelievers in this text? 
3.   What other biblical themes of light and darkness can you think of? 
4.   Does anyone have a testimony you would like to share about how God 

used a believer to make the gospel attractive to you? 
5.   Is there anything in your life hindering you from being a bright, consistent 

witness for Jesus in your family/workplace/school? 
6.   How can I pray for you? 

  



 

 

 
 
Week 6 
Text: Philippians 2:19–30 
Topic: Sharing the Gospel, Missions 
Big Idea of the Message: Sharing the story of Jesus requires selflessness, sacrifice, 
and teamwork. Everyone plays a crucial role.  
Application Point: We aren’t a one-man band; it takes all of us to get the job done.  
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1.   What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2.   What was Paul encouraging the church to do in this text? 
3.   Why do you think Paul always had a team to go with him on his 

missionary journeys? 
4.   How has this church or any other church been a crucial part of your life of 

faith? 
5.   Is the Lord laying on your heart any particular way he wants you to serve 

him or a gift he wants to use through you? 
6.   How can I pray for you? 

  



 

 

 
 
Week 7 
Text: Philippians 3:1–11 
Topic: Salvation, Grace, 
Big Idea of the Message: We can’t earn salvation; it comes only though faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
Application Point: Ultimate joy is found in “Jesus only.. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1.   What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2.   Who was Paul warning the church about? 
3.   Why does Paul give so many details of his religious accomplishments? 
4.   How can this “earned righteousness/favor” way of thinking sneak its way 

into churches today? 
5.   Have you, like Paul, ever been in a situation where you were able to say, 

“I count it all as loss for the sake of knowing Jesus better” (see v. 8). What 
happened? 

6.   How can I pray for you? 
  



 

 

 
 
Week 8 
Text: Philippians 3:12–4:1 
Topic: Glory of God, Service, Eternity 
Big Idea of the Message: Paul made his goal to glorify God in all things, and he said 
he hadn’t even accomplished it yet.  
Application Point: Keeping a heavenly perspective will help us keep this same goal as 
our pursuit. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1.   What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2.   What metaphor does Paul use in the beginning of this text? 
3.   How does Paul define his goal? 
4.   How can we know what God’s goal is for us? Is there a specific goal of 

maturity God has shown you he has for you right now? 
5.   What is one practical thing that helps you keep an eternal mindset when 

you are tempted to have an earthly one? 
6.   How can I pray for you? 

  



 

 

 
 
Week 9 
Text: Philippians 4:2–9 
Topic: Spiritual Disciplines, Thoughts 
Big Idea of the Message: When times get tough, don’t let stress create a rift between 
you and God or others. 
Application Point: When we meditate on righteous things, it changes our outlook to 
one of joy. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1.   What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2.   What is the key Paul gives his readers here for rejoicing always? 
3.   What does it mean to pray with thanksgiving? What if things are really 

bad? 
4.   What is the hardest thing about consistent Bible reading and prayer for 

you? 
5.   How has reading the Bible daily for yourself impacted your life? 
6.   How can I pray for you? 

  



 

 

 
 
Week 10 
Text: Philippians 4:10–23 
Topic: Giving 
Big Idea of the Message: Give generously to God and his purposes.  
Application Point: When we give generously to God he will not only take care of your 
needs but will also take care of others through you.  
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1.   What is one thing that stood out to you from this week’s message? 
2.   Why is Paul thanking the Philippians in this text? 
3.   What other biblical texts talk about giving our tithes and offerings? 
4.   What are some of the excuses people use to keep from tithing or giving? 
5.   Does anyone have a testimony of when you decided to believe God in 

tithing or giving? What happened? 
6.   How can I pray for you? 

 
 


